
A request from the SE Regional Bee Inspector, Alan Byham. 
 

As per usual at this time of year, I am ask-
ing for information on honey yields and 
prices in the South East region.  As always 
this season’s weather was very different 
from last year and so it always makes an 
interesting comparison to see the average 
each year. 
 
As always, personal information is kept se-
cure, but average honey yields and prices 
are passed to defra, which form part of the 
annual statistics for food production.  The 

more information you, as beekeepers, can supply to defra about the 
size and value of the honey crop and therefore by implication the value 
of honeybees to the economy in terms of pollination etc., the easier it 
will be to support claims for further investment in the bee health/
research budget. 
 
Replies can be sent direct to me.  I will, as usual write up the results 
and send out a report later in the year.  Thanking you in advance for 
your help. 
 

Alan Byham 
The questionnaire can be found at the end of this newsletter.  If you 
would prefer a ‘Word’ document please email Graham at  

grahammt@tiscali.co.uk 
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Chrissy Blakeman from the Worthing Division reflects on the day. 
 
A number of us attended the Bee Health session at Loxwood, run by Alan Byham, Regional Bee Inspec-
tor and Seasonal Bee Inspector, David Rudland.    

 
We hear a lot about EFB and AFB, but hopefully never have to en-
counter these diseases in our hives.  It does mean, however, that we 
are probably not good at recognising them if they occur.  Around 
80% of cases are picked up by our Bee Inspectors.  If foul brood is 
spotted by the beekeeper, it is usually in a very advanced state and 
could have already spread infection to other colonies. 
 
Because of this, it was invaluable to be given expert tuition and 
experience in identifying and handling brood frames infected with 
live EFB and AFB organisms.  As we know, both are ‘notifiable’ 
diseases and very careful precautions were taken to ensure that we 
were in bee tight surroundings and wearing disposable protective 
gear.   
 
It was the first time for many of us to see these diseases for real 
and at such close quarters.  We learned what to look for and how to 

hold the frame to give the best chance of picking up issues and are now much better placed to recognise 
foulbrood (and other diseases) in the future - and at the early stages, which is crucial.   
 
Foulbrood can be devastating for the bees, is not a pretty sight and the smell of advanced AFB and de-
composing brood can never be forgotten! 
 
It made me appreciate, even more, our role, as beekeepers, in 
keeping our bees fit and healthy.  We know what we should be 
doing in terms of apiary hygiene and it is vital that we are able 
to recognise healthy brood and to always be on the alert for 
when things don’t look right.   
 
It is recommended that a specific disease check is made twice a year, in the Spring and again in the Au-
tumn.  To properly check for disease, we have to remove the bees from the frame - and tweezers are an 
essential tool to investigate individual larva more thoroughly.  If in doubt, we are advised to ALWAYS 
call our local Bee Inspector. 
 
A serious but fun part of the event, was taking part in a ‘picture’ quiz.  ‘What diseases/other issues could 
we identify on the photo frames shown?’  That certainly sorted out, for each of us, what we did and 
DIDN’T know!   
 
Thanks go to Alan and David and also to Wisborough Green Division for organising the event and giv-
ing us the opportunity to attend.  Great learning and really worthwhile. 
 
Chrissy Blakeman 
 
 

Bee Health Day - 5th August 
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EFB - twisted and discoloured larvae.   
Photo Crown copyright - Foul Brood 

 Disease of the Honey Bees (fera) 



Two local landowners are keen to have bees on their properties.  If any members are interested please 
contact Graham Elliott in the first instance. 

• The first is a 75 acre site of pasture and woodland in Ockley, just over the county boundary into 
Surrey.  

• Also available is a garden of fruit trees close to the RSPB Reserve at Pulborough Wild Brooks.   

Both owners would appreciate a few jars of honey in exchange for the use of their land. 

Around the Divisions 

Land available to keep bees 

“Share your Division’s “Share your Division’s “Share your Division’s “Share your Division’s 

activities with readers of the activities with readers of the activities with readers of the activities with readers of the 

County News”County News”County News”County News”    
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All Members are welcome to attend any Divisional meeting, but please advise the organiser if you 
plan to attend. 
 

Chichester Division 
All meetings are now held at the Boxgrove Village Hall, 
The Street, Boxgrove at 7:30pm. 

Tuesday 20th September - Collecting swarms from 
different places.  Advice and anecdotes from experienced 
beekeepers. 
Further details from Nigel Dedman 
njk.dedman@btinternet.com or the Division’s website www.chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk 

 

Wisborough Green Division 
Apiary meetings are at Dounhurst Farm, Skiff Lane, Wisborough Green. 

Saturday 3rd & 24th September - Apiary Meeting at 12:00 (Beginners & Intermediates). Ad-
vanced at 2:30pm. 

Saturday 18th February 2012 - Annual Beginners’ Day at Pulborough Village Hall 
Further details from John Glover glover.fletchingshollow@gmail.com or website www.wgbka.org.uk 

 

Worthing Division 

Thursday 8th September - 7:30pm.  First Monthly Meeting at Ferring Village Hall. 

Saturday 10th September - 12:00.  Annual Honey Show.  Findon Sheep Fair, Nepcot Green. 
Details from Phil Carter philange5180@btinternet.com  or website www.worthingbeekeepers.org.uk  

 

80th National Honey Show 

27th - 29th October - St George’s College, Weybridge, Surrey. 

Details at www.honeyshow.co.uk  

”We hope that our members, and those 

from other divisions will enjoy coming to 

our meetings in our new ‘home’.” 

Christine Stevens 



Chairman, Tom Moore shares his thoughts from his apiary in West Sussex. 
 
Our main apiary is in a clearing in the middle of a small wood which was planted about 25 years ago with 
Douglas fir, the trees now being quite large.  On the odd occasion when we have mis-calculated emergence 
times of a new queen, and had a swarm go out, they invariably go and cluster high up in one of the nearby 
firs and I need a very long ladder to get them down.  It is a good thing that I have a reasonable head for 
heights, as it is a tricky thing to be 30 feet up a ladder with a skep and secateurs.  If there is a swarm out 
(and since all our queens are clipped, it is only likely to be a virgin with a cast), there is a distinctive sound 
of buzzing in the apiary which alerts us. 
 
On going to do some checks on 2nd August, we heard that familiar sound.  Looking around, there were a lot 
of bees flying, unusually among the lower branches of a fir tree.  No cluster, no bees seeming to arrive or 
leave.  Could we have lost a swarm and these were scouts or foragers left behind?  That didn’t seem likely 
as there were no new queens developing, so we carried on with our work and kept an eye on the tree.  Half 
an hour later there was a very small cluster, on a somewhat higher branch, about 12 feet from the ground.  
What could it mean?  There was only one thing for it – we had a polynuc in our isolation area that we had 
left to die out after culling a drone-layer from this summer’s queen-rearing; collect this small cluster of 
bees and throw them in there to fight it out with the few remaining bees.  Leave it a while then look to see 
what we had. 

 
We didn’t look again for twelve days, and when we did…. 
sealed brood!  So whatever it was, they had come with a fertile 
queen.  Then we saw her, and I have never seen such tattered 
wings on a queen.  We have no idea where she came from, but 
assume a feral colony quite close by, as she doesn’t look as 
though she could have flown well or very far (see the photo-
graph with this article).  Maybe that is why the bees took a 
long time to settle, and started low in the tree, gradually coax-
ing her up.  It is an odd thing that they chose to cluster in a 
well-populated apiary just a few feet from occupied hives – but 
then, three years ago we had a swarm from somewhere outside 
hang under the mesh floor of an occupied hive.  The stranger is 
laying well, we have added a frame of sealed brood and some 
stores, and we will see if this small colony can be built to a 
strength and health to get through the winter. 

 
Other than this incident, the big job in August was honey extraction.  The yield quite a bit down on last 
year, but that is hardly surprising given the starvation period in May/June.  However, since extraction the 
bees have brought in a huge amount of nectar, from Himalayan balsam and probably from the heather that 
is not far away.  We anticipate that by the time the varroa treatments are finished there will be very little 
need for autumn feeding.  It’s just a shame that this flow came too late for the honey harvest. 
 
By the time I write the next instalment of these notes we should be well prepared for winter.  How fast the 
seasons go by! 
 
Tom 

More from Moore - A stranger in the camp! 
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NDB Autumn Courses 
The NDB and the BBKA are working together on a number of short courses to be run during the late sum-
mer and autumn.  Full details and an entry form can be found at the NDB website: 
 www.national-diploma-bees.org.uk  

In a short series of articles the divisions spotlight their apiaries.  Jim Norfolk is Chairman and joint Train-
ing Apiary Manager for Chichester BKA. 
 
For some years the division has been seeking to set up a permanent apiary and last year work began on a 
site within The Aldingbourne Country Centre.  The initiative was due to Barry Pickthall who is involved 
with Aldingbourne and attended one of our training courses and Norman Dingemans who lives nearby. 
 
By the end of last year, Norman had built the apiary up to four colonies and was able to take 28 lbs of 
honey which was sold through the shop at the Aldingbourne Country Centre.  We were able to use the api-
ary for the training course early this year run by John and Christine Stevens and also to practise for the 
BBKA basic assessment.  We are now up to 6 colonies and took 50 lbs honey earlier in the year. We fol-
lowed that up by extracting a further 80 lbs at the end of the season with the help of division members and 
use of facilities at Aldingbourne. 

 
The apiary has not all been plain sailing.  We lost one col-
ony in March to what we were fairly sure, from the symp-
toms, was chronic bee paralysis virus, and we have since 
had confirmation from fera that it was indeed CBPV.  
Seasonal Bee Inspector Diane Steele visited to collect 
samples and also gave the colonies the once over, so at 
least we were declared free of other diseases.  There was 
also the possibility that we might have had to move the 
hives in April when they were redeveloping the area and 
as a result things were left on hold until this was com-
pleted. 
 

Moving on, we have a second shed to erect, so we should then have enough space for storage and some-
where to work under cover.  We will be holding an introductory apiary session in September as a prelude to 
next year's training course, while the apiary based part of the training course will be extended to three ses-
sions.  A programme of regular apiary inspections will be developed for next year and these will be ex-
tended to include appropriate training.  We also aim to 
hold the BBKA Basic Assessments next year at Alding-
bourne. 
 
A big thank you to those of you who have visited the 
apiary both as participants and trainers or to inspect the 
bees.  If you would like to know more, or to arrange a 
visit, please contact me. 
 
Jim 
 jimnorfolk@btinternet.com 

Chichester Division’s Apiary at Aldingbourne 
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We’re on the web: 
www.britishbee.org.uk/local/westsussex 

Thanks to all this month’s contributors.  If you would like to contribute to future newsletters please send 
articles and photographs to: 

Graham Elliott, Hon. Secretary, no later than the 20th of  the preceding month 

MEMBERS' COUNTY NEWSLETTER 
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Saturday 14th January - BBKA 52nd Annual Delegates’ Meeting, Stoneleigh Park. 
Further details in future County News or from your County or Divisional Secretary. 
Saturday 25th February - County Convention, Lodge Hill Centre, Watersfield, Pulborough. 

Sunday 15th April - 13:00—16:30 Bumblebee Identification course, RSPB Dungeness Nature Reserve, 
Kent.  Suggested donation £4. To reserve your place email nikki.gammans@stir.ac.uk or contact the re-
serve on 01797 320588. 
Further details at www.bumblebeeconservation.org/Dungeness_Bumblebee_ID_course.pdf 

Saturday 28th April - County Bee Market and Auction, Brinsbury Campus, North Heath, Pulborough. 
Full details will be available later in the year on the County’s website. 

General Husbandry Study Group 
 
There is still time to join the winter General Husbandry Study Group.  It is aimed at those who wish to take 
the General Certificate in Beekeeping Husbandry in 2012 or 2013.  In order to be eligible to take this as-
sessment, you must have kept and managed bees for three years and have passed the Basic.  The assess-
ment is usually conducted in May, June or July at the Candidate’s apiary (you need to have at least three 
hives and a nuc) and the Assessor will observe the Candidate’s practical skills at opening and manipulating 
colonies while their theoretical understanding will be assessed through a discussion with the Assessor who 
may use the Candidate’s Record Book as the basis of the assessment.  
 
It need not be as daunting as it sounds, especially if you have prepared yourself by studying the syllabus 
and making sure you are competent in the skills required.  We will start with two evening sessions given by 
an examiner to help us avoid the pitfalls, be sure we understand the depth of knowledge required, and are 
made aware of what is required both theoretical and practical.  There will be a charge for this.  We will 
then continue on a self-help basis, preparing for each section of the syllabus: 
www.bbka.org.uk/files/library/certificate_of_general_husbandry_syllabus_for_website_1303985388.pdf 
 
Currently 6 members of West Sussex have expressed interest in joining.  We will probably start late Sep-
tember.  If you would like to join, or have any questions, please contact Gordon Allan at petworthgor-
don@btopenworld.com or call 01798-343470. 

Dates for your 2012 Diary 



HONEY STATISTICS  &  AVERAGE PRICES. 
South Eastern Region 
Honey Information – England and Wales 2011 
 
Beekeeper Name  ……………. 
 
Address   ……………. 
    ……………. 
    ……………. 
 
AVERAGE PRICES           Price (£) lb 
        notes 
Flower Direct Sales   ………. (honey sold direct to the consumer) 
 
Flower Wholesale   ………. (honey bottled and sold at wholesale price to a retailer) 
 
Bulk Flower Honey   ………. (honey sold in bulk containers, 30lb tubs etc.)  
 
Heather Honey Direct Sales     ………. (honey sold direct to the consumer) 
 
Heather Wholesale   ………. (honey bottled and sold at wholesale price to a retailer) 
 
Bulk Heather Honey   ………. (honey sold in bulk containers, 30lb tubs etc.) 
 
Cut Comb    ………. (sold direct to the consumer) 
 
Total Honey crop, in lbs  ………. (total honey crop for year) 
 
Weight of ‘run honey’              ………. (in bottles or bulk containers, not heather honey.) 
 
Weight of heather honey  ………. (total weight of heather crop) 
 
Weight of Cut comb   ……….  
 
 
Number of Colonies   ………. (total number of colonies owned on 31/08/11)  
 
NOTES 
 
 
 
 
 
Return, preferably by email to: alan.byham@fera.gsi.gov.uk 
 
Or by post to: 
 
Alan Byham, SE Regional Bee Inspector 
National Bee Unit 
Room 02F10 
Sand Hutton 
York 
YO41 1LZ 
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